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promptly, carefully and with fidelity, and in most cases without remuneration. 
His work as a mathematician was more conspicuous in the class room than in the 
production of mathematical literature. He was an admirable instructor, a strict 
disciplinarian, though never harsh. Every student who took his courses felt 
that he had received full reward for his time and efforts. He took a deep personal 
interest in the work of each of his students and was beloved, respected, and 
admired by the alumni, as was shown at every succeeding Commencement, and 
during his last illness and up to the time of his death. 

John Vose Hazen. 

Dartmouth College. 
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Send all communications to W. H. Bussby, University of Minnesota. 

Robert of Chester's Latin Translation of the Algebra of Al-Khowarizmi with an In- 
troduction, Critical Notes and an English Version. By Louis Charles Kar- 
pinski, University of Michigan. The Macmillan Co., New York, 1915. 164 
pages. 

This monograph impresses the reader as being an exceedingly thorough study. 
It exhibits the modern trend toward a more searching and more critical study of 
historic material. Its scope is comprehensive. It is much more than a reprint 
of Robert of Chester's Latin translation from the Arabic, accompanied by a trans- 
lation into English. It contains in outline the development of algebra before 
the time of Al-Khowarizmi, an account of Al-Khowarizmi's Algebra and Arith- 
metic, and their bearing upon the development of mathematics. Much bio- 
graphical detail is gleaned from out-of-the-way sources, pertaining to Al-Khow- 
arizmi, Robert of Chester and other medieval writers who prepared translations 
of, or were directly influenced by, the algebra of the great Mohammedan. Robert 
of Chester's Latin translation was made in the twelfth century. The different 
extant manuscripts are compared and the deviations from the text of Scheybl, 
which is followed in this edition, are given in foot-notes with a minutia that seems 
almost excessive. A Latin glossary assists the reader in making out the medieval 



